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COMING SOON – Lt. Governor Jon Husted 

Warren County area school districts, in cooperation with Lt. Governor Jon Husted and Senator Wilson, are 

holding the following workforce initiatives event: 

 
  



 

2019 FRANKLIN B. WALTER SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
 

 

The 2019 Warren County Franklin B. Walter 

Scholarship Award Banquet was held Friday, April 5th at 

Warren County ESC.  Student recipients from ten 

school districts were presented with scholarship checks, 

plaques, and commendations from Senator Wilson and 

Senator Rob Portman.  Once again, the event proved to 

be a great celebration of students of excellence.  The 

overall Warren County winner is Evan Phillippi from 

Springboro Community School District.   
 

Photos: 
 

Top Right:  All Warren County recipients 
 

 Middle Right:  From Springboro Superintendent Dan 
Schroer, Evan Phillippi, Overall FBW Winner, and Rory Korzan, 
Recognized Mentor  
 

Bottom Right:  FBW recipients from around the state with 
Governor Mike DeWine at OESCA event in Columbus 
 

Below:  Evan Phillippi receiving his award from OESCA  
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Check our June newsletter for a full article and photos of all 2019 recipients. 

  



 

BCBA DEPARTMENT  

Katie Strubbe – Supervisor  

 

Our Collaborative Behavior Coaches are excited to be wrapping up a great school year. They have 
been focusing on transition meetings to support teams moving into next school year.  We have a great 
staff this year and would like to spotlight some of our amazing employees.  

Collaborative Coaching Spotlight 
 
Sabrina Winchell, Collaborative Behavior Coach               

Sabrina joined the Warren County Collaborative Coaching Team this school year. She 
has brought new and fresh ideas and has been a great collaborator in all the different 
areas that she currently supports.  

She shared from the time she was a sophomore in high school she knew working with 
students with special needs was her gig!  She has worked in various positions 
throughout the special education realm and also as an assistant principal.  She 
attended Eastern Michigan University for undergrad majoring in Special Education; 
University of Dayton for her master’s in social agency counseling; Wright State 
University for the second part of the social agency counseling program; back to 
University of Dayton for coursework in administration and curriculum specialist.  Her 
love of students and their needs has always been her passion- with Autism being 

close to my heart! Sabrina was excited to have joined the WCESC team in supporting and facilitating growth for 
all students! Something you may not know…she has 7 dogs and 4 cats and lives at a pet cemetery! 

Kate Doyle, Ph.D, BCBA-D, COBA  

Dr. Kate Doyle is the director of the Masters of Special Education and an Assistant 
Professor at Mount St Joseph University in Cincinnati, Ohio. Prior to this role, Dr. 
Doyle taught in the public school system for 12 years and worked in the adult 
developmental disability system for 3 years. She has worked in center-based 
services, home-based services, and in the community with individuals with disabilities 
across the lifespan. Dr. Doyle has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Early Childhood 
Education from the University of Cincinnati, a Masters in Special Education form 
Xavier University, and a Ph.D. from the University of Cincinnati in Educational Studies 
with an emphasis in Special Education. Dr. Doyle is a Board Certified Behavior 
Analyst (BCBA-D).  

Dr. Doyle’s research interests include developing interventions for individuals with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and emotional disabilities, and teacher and paraprofessional training. Dr. 
Doyle is currently the PI on two grants received by the MSJ Education department focusing on the creation of a 
dual licensure program (general education and special education) and infusing the principals of universal design 
for learning (UDL) in higher education and K-12 learning. 

  

 

  



 

 
GREATER OHIO VIRTUAL SCHOOL 

Shawn Lenney - Director 

Brian Barot – Assistant Director 
 

 

Testing Season at the Greater Ohio Virtual School … April is 

always a busy time at the Greater Ohio Virtual School due to the administration of multiple mandated tests.  

Measures of Academic Progress (M.A.P.) testing has been ongoing throughout the year and will continue into 

May.   End of Course Exams began at the end of March with the administration of the English Language Arts 

Exams and will continue throughout April.  Several new initiatives are underway in the area of testing.  First, the 

expansion of remote testing locations first initiated in December has continued in the spring with testing sites at 

Princeton High School, Hamilton Marriott, Clermont County Public Library, and The Learning Center if Franklin.  

These sites are running concurrently with the main testing site at the Warren County educational service center 

in Lebanon.  Over 100 students took the opportunity to test closer to their homes during the first week of English 

Language Arts Testing with more anticipated in the coming weeks.  All students receive $10 Speedway gas card 

to ease the burden of transportation.  The 2nd new initiative is the development of the first ever End of Course 

Exam Bootcamp for students looking to prepare for the End of Course Exams.  Student Support Coordinator, 

Chuck Merk, arrange a week-long intensive review session for students.  Numerous Greater Ohio Virtual School 

tutors and teachers were in attendance to work with students and help them prepare for state testing.  The 

Bootcamp took place in Lebanon at the Warren County Educational Service Center, and the students and staff 

members were all provided dinner throughout the evening sessions.  Nearly 40 students participated in the 

inaugural test prep session and data from the result of their testing will be tracked and used for further planning.  

Expansion of the Bootcamp to remote locations and frequency of the offerings will be in the plans for the 2019-

2020 school year.   



 

 

 

  

 

SPEECH LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT AND INTERPRETERS 

Lauri Ollier - Supervisor 

 
As we wrap up the quarter and know the end of the year is close, we are eager for summer and at the same 
time feel a bit anxious knowing what we want and need to accomplish before the students leave for break.  We 
want to be as productive, effective, and efficient as possible to make progress with all students. 

At the beginning of this year the department created two community groups, AAC and MD: 

The AAC group’s goal was to establish recommended steps to take when determining the type of 
communication device that would be beneficial for our nonverbal or low verbal students.  To create steps to 
figure out if they would benefit most from lite tech or high tech, create procedures for getting a device, determine 
where and how to begin working with a student and their device and activities/ideas for therapy.  The group 
completed the project on March 22nd and compiled all of the information into a department binder.  This will 
serve as a valuable resource as we work with our students in the future. 

The MD group’s goal was to create an informal language assessment to use when evaluating students with 
more intense needs who struggle to participate in traditional assessments.  The majority of our standardized 
assessments cannot be fully utilized when working with many of our students and we needed a way to assess 
our student’s expressive and receptive language skills, determine their strengths and areas of need.  The group 
was able to pull together information and create an informal assessment that will provide critical information as 
we determine how to best serve our students.  All of the information is being gathered and put into a notebook 
for the department to use. 

SLP Highlight 

In the fall, the department decided to coordinate a book drive of new or gently used books to be provided to kids 
or programs that did not have books for kids to use and/or keep.  The results were overwhelming!  Below are the 
great therapists that helped to collect the many many books! 



 

 

 

On March 9th, Elise Hargis, Kelly Reynolds and Carolyn Williams traveled to Columbus to present a poster on 
Embedding Core Vocabulary in the Social Communication Classroom for Students with Complex 
Communication Needs, at the Ohio Speech Hearing Language Association’s Annual Conference. 

 

 

Kelly Garland along with Faleasha Wink, staff 
from IMPACT at UC, and students from the 
programs promoted Autism Awareness Month 
by setting up a table on campus, handing out 
Autism Awareness pins and talking with 
individuals that stopped by.  

 

 

  



 

UNIVERSITY RELATIONS 

Dr. George Sehi – Executive Director 
 

 

WCESC NaviGo Scholars Program…NaviGo College and Career Prep Services seeks to empower students for 

life by helping them uncover their true passions, interests, and talents.  NaviGo does so through a unique 

curriculum and coaching model designed to help students successfully plan for their futures.  Students from 

Greater Ohio Virtual School and John K. Lazares Alternative School recently received hands-on experience from 

GMI as part of their pre-apprenticeship program. 

 

                
 

                                                 
 

           



 

  

 

  



 

MULTI-DISABILITIES PROGRAM 
Carol Kline - Supervisor 

 

This year the students in Mr. Hatton’s class at Franklin High School focused on 

job readiness.  To prepare for job readiness students learned about different jobs 

in the community, they learn how to fill out job applications, and they prepared for 

job interviews.  Students participated in mock interviews and were given 

feedback for improvement.  Students also participated in jobs throughout the 

school while earning “classroom cash” for their classroom store.  Students 

recycled classrooms throughout the building. They also worked with the cafeteria 

staff and cleaned the lunch trays.  To apply their learning, students attended a 

community based intervention at Trader Joe’s.  During their visit to Trader Joes, 

students learned about the different jobs offered and how to be successful in 

those jobs.    

       

 

In March, Mason High School MD1 

went to the Cincinnati Museum 

Center for a Community Based 

Outing.  While there, students 

identified situations that 

demonstrated changes to the kinetic 

or potential energy of an object as we 

discussed in class during our Unique 

lessons.  Students were able to 

participate in hands on activities 

related to energy.  While there, they 

also got to see other exhibits as well! 

           



 

This month our class has been learning all about energy. Specifically, we learned about potential energy (stored 

energy) and kinetic energy (moving energy). The students were able to further explore these concepts while on 

their community outing to Entertrainment Junction. 

 

While there, the students were able to participate in a scavenger hunt in order to find multiple examples of 

potential and kinetic energy. The trains at rest had lots of potential energy, but the students were able to activate 

that energy into kinetic energy with a push of a button. While on the fun house side, the students got to use 

kinetic energy to work their way through a mirror maze and curtain maze. 

 

The students had a blast seeing how the science concepts they have learned about all month can also apply to 

fun outings too! 

 

 

Ms. Harris and Mr. Hatton Franklin High School MD 

The MD classes have been very busy both in the classroom and in the community.  Students have been 

studying topics such as: Physical Science, where they explored the different types of matter, History, where they 



 

learned about different leaders for peace and equality.  And Physical Science where they identified and 

explained various types of energy. We visited the Warren County Common Pleas Court and were given a tour 

by Court Administrator, Jennifer Burnside.  We were introduced to the bailiff Bill Mullins, Electronic Monitoring 

Officer Ron Small, Judge Oda and Judge Tepe. We learned about the different programs through the court.  We 

even got to have a mock trial with Judge Oda! We had a great time learning about equality, fairness, and the 

court system.   

Both classes traveled to Trader Joes in Kettering to learn about the different jobs they have there.  Mate Mike 

and Crew Member Doug, showed our students around the store and let them try out a few jobs.  It was hard 

work, but we had a lot of fun! Some of our students expressed an interest in working for TJ’s when they 

graduate!  

 



 

During the last week of March, Ms. Harris’ class traveled down to the University of Cincinnati to learn about the 

TAP (Transition and Access Program).  We watched an informational presentation about the program. Then had 

the opportunity to talk to students who are currently participating in the program.  When we finished talking we 

got to tour the campus.  It was a great trip with a lot of important information.   

  

 
  



 

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
Kathie MacNeil, Ph.D. – Supervisor 

 
With the shortage of school psychologists, districts have looked to find new ways to support the needs of that 

department.  During the second half of the school year, the WCESC school psychology department supported 

Lebanon City school psychologists with a part time case manager.   

Alana Jacobs, WCESC speech language pathologist, worked in a dual role of 

providing speech language services and serving as a case manager.  In the 

case manager role, Alana was assigned to support two of their school 

psychologists.  Under the guide of a school psychologist, Alana was able to 

support the completion of out of district evaluations and components of cases 

within the younger elementary buildings.     The WCESC continues to examine 

the utility of the case manager position and develop strong training materials. 

  

 

WARREN COUNTY LEARNING CENTER 

(Laura Farrell and St. Mary Campuses) 

Mike Bidwell - Supervisor 

Alisha Dean - Assistant Supervisor 

Elaine Nichols – Assistant Supervisor 

 

The Winter quarter brought a lot of fun to the Warren County Learning Center!  

 

Student’s celebrated Black history month and Presidents 

Day with lots of great projects and activities. Staff and 

students dressed up to celebrated past presidents and 

learned about some of the great leaders of this country. 

Rita Gross, the art teacher created a lot of great artwork for 

Black History Month which has been displayed throughout 

the buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Students at the St. Mary’s building got to enjoy a cook out for 

Opening Day and all wore their Reds gear to cheer on the home 

team. High School Junior and Seniors also got to visit Jungle Jim’s 

and tour all of the behind the scenes action.  Students at the Laura 

Ferrell Building got to enjoy a visit from Cincinnati Opera performed a 

great version of  “Little Red Riding Hood” for everyone to enjoy.   

  

    

Staff and students have also been working hard preparing for the 

EOC and state testing!   

  

  

  

  
 

  

 

 
COORDINATED CARE DEPARTMENT 

Kim Sellers - Supervisor 

 

Coordinated Care is dedicated to the mission of prevention, support and intervention to Warren County youth 

and their families struggling with emotional and behavioral needs so that they may remain in their own home. 

This has been a year of growth, challenging cases, and enhancing the effectiveness of services and supports.  

We continue to see many tough and complex cases and youth presenting with even more needs than ever 

before.  Our staff has been using the Child and Adolescent Needs Assessment tool for almost one year and 

this data has been valuable in guiding our work. 

What is WRAPAROUND? 

Wraparound differs from many service delivery strategies, in that it provides a comprehensive, holistic, youth 

and family-driven way of responding when children or youth experience serious mental health or behavioral 

challenges. Wraparound puts the child or youth and family at the center. With support from a team of 

professionals and natural supports, the family’s ideas and perspectives about what they need and what will be 

helpful drive all of the work in Wraparound. 

 

The young person and their family members work with a Wraparound facilitator to build their Wraparound team, 

which can include the family’s friends and people from the wider community, as well as providers of services and 

supports. 

 



 

With the help of the team, the family and young person take the lead in deciding team vision and goals, and in 

developing creative and individualized services and supports that will help them achieve the goals and vision. 

Team members work together to put the plan into action, monitor how well it’s working, and change it as 

needed. 

 

Coordinated Care and Diversion Case Managers have gone through significant and enhanced trainings through 

Project ENGAGE over the last two years. Although we are facing an increase in challenging cases, these 

enhancements to our work have increased the success and outcomes for our youth and families.  

 

May is Mental Health Awareness Month!  We encourage you to talk about mental health and help to erase the 

stigma associated with it.  Too often, the signs and symptoms associated with Mental Illness go unnoticed.  

Please take the time to read and educate yourself on warning signs: https://www.acpeds.org/mental-health-

awareness-month 

                
     

 

 

Resource Coordinator Program 

“Nothing you do for children is ever wasted” ~Garrison Keillor 

 

The Resource Coordinators mission is to eliminate any non-academic barriers to the academic process. 

When basic needs are not met, our students cannot learn. The Resource Coordinators make a much needed 

impact in our districts for some of our most at-risk families and students.  

 

Congratulations to Lebanon Resource Coordinator Tracy Funke! Tracy received the 2019 Everyday Ohio Hero 

Award Recipient for the Southwest Ohio Region! 

https://www.acpeds.org/mental-health-awareness-month
https://www.acpeds.org/mental-health-awareness-month


 

In recognition of adults throughout Ohio who are “Everyday Heroes,” the Ohio 

Children’s Trust Fund established the Everyday Ohio Hero Awards to honor 

individuals who dedicate their time, efforts or lives to preventing child abuse 

and child neglect. An Everyday Ohio Hero is an individual or group who has 

made a significant impact on child abuse and child neglect prevention 

through their everyday acts. 

Tracy was nominated for this award by her colleagues at Lebanon City 

Schools.  What an honor to be recognized for her great work. Congratulations 

Tracy! 

In Little Miami, Resource Coordinator Charlie Hartman is leading an initiative 

on Kinship support.  Little Miami works with over 100 Kinship families.  

Charlie is working on a support group called KINDship that will allow students 

in kinship to have a place of connection and “normalcy”.  Great work Charlie! 

Drug and Alcohol Prevention and Education 

Below is a list of activities provided the last few months by Prevention Specialist Shelley Brown:  

 

Pop Up Prevention - Approximately 600 students at the Warren County Career Center participated in a Healthy 

Choices Fair during their lunches.  Several tables were set up to provide information on good mental health, 

dating violence prevention, substance abuse education and reproductive health.  

 

March 7th - Vaping:  What's The Big Deal forum at WCESC.  Community partnership event presentation 

(Greater Ohio Virtual School, Coordinated Care, Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Warren County, Teen 

Alliance Council, Warren County Drug Task Force, Solutions) on the dangers of vaping.     

 

Substance Abuse Education - Approximately 400 students in local schools and the community were given 

information about the dangers of substance abuse. 

 

Coming Up - Drug Take Back Day:  Saturday, April 27th 10:00 am - 2:00 pm at Lebanon Kroger.  Drop off 

unused or unwanted medication for safe disposal  

 

ATTEND Program (Juvenile Court)  

ATTEND - In March a student from Mason was able to graduate from high school due to the intensive 

intervention of the ATTEND program at Warren County Juvenile Court. Additionally, 3 students were rewarded 

for perfect attendance.  

 
 
 



 

 
Project AWARE Warren County 

Mission – To help local community collaborations improve the health, 
well-being and educational needs of children and families 

Vision – Children and families will be socially, emotionally, and 
behaviorally resilient and productive citizens. 

 

We are in our LAST year of the five year Project AWARE grant!  A reminder to any schools who wish to provide 

FREE Youth Mental Health First Aid or Trauma Training to your districts, please contact us to schedule.  New 

this year-YMHFA has been reduced to 6 hours. 

We are very excited to be partnering with the Southwestern Ohio Council for Higher Education (SOCHE) to 

provide Youth Mental Health Training to their Higher Ed staff, instructors and Student Advisors on April 12th, 

2019.  Twenty-three Universities will be represented!  

On March 22nd, Pat Clark 

from Project AWARE 

trained Donovan 

Elementary staff during 

their teacher in-service 

today.  The training was 

called “Trauma Training: A 

Classroom 

Approach”.   Thank you 

Lebanon City Schools for 

seeing the value and 

importance of this work in 

your schools!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

With the recent student suicides that have occurred in districts in our neighboring counties, this Resource Page 

is worth re-sharing: http://www.warrencountyesc.com/14/Department/284.  Additionally, you can find SAMHSA’s 

Suicide Prevention Toolkit for Schools here: http://www.warrencountyesc.com/docs/Suicide%20Prevention-

%20A%20Toolkit%20for%20Schools.pdf 

For more information on Project AWARE or to schedule trainings, please contact Vycki Haught at 

Vycki.haught@warrencountyesc.com or 695.2900, ext. 3103. 

 

 

  

 

 

OCCUPATIONAL AND PHYSICAL THERAPY DEPARTMENTS 

Kara Dirksing, M.Ed., OTR/L, Program Supervisor 

Becky Miller, MPT, Lead Therapist 

 

Warren County ESC OT/PT Department hosted the course, “Issues in Praxis: The Clumsy Child” presented by 

Barbara Connolly, PT, DPT, Ed.D., FAPTA, C/NDT. Through this course, physical and occupational therapists 

were familiarized with the evaluation and treatment of children with clumsiness (dyspraxia/developmental 

coordination disorder). Additionally, newer concepts of 

motor control and motor development were discussed 

in relationship to other neurophysiologic treatments. 

Treatment techniques and suggestions for the 

classroom utilizing an integrated approach were also 

presented. Fifty-two therapists from across the state 

participated in this 2-day workshop. They provided 

great feedback on the course, which included: “very 

informative course with information that can be 

used/implemented immediately . . . very practical and 

useful information for my practice setting . . . excellent 

instructor! She was able to make the subject matter 

relevant and easily usable with children right away . . . 

very relevant to many of my current students, gave me 

a new way to look at them and new ways to help 

them.” 

 

 

 

  

http://www.warrencountyesc.com/14/Department/284
http://www.warrencountyesc.com/docs/Suicide%20Prevention-%20A%20Toolkit%20for%20Schools.pdf
http://www.warrencountyesc.com/docs/Suicide%20Prevention-%20A%20Toolkit%20for%20Schools.pdf
mailto:Vycki.haught@warrencountyesc.com


 

Springboro’s Clearcreek Elementary’s outdoor sensory garden classroom is being put to good use!  Students 

are enjoying engagement in meaningful hands one activities in nature.  Please come and support the community 

with the second annual Ice Cream Social on May 13th   6-8pm! 

 

      

 

Faleasha Wink, OT who is the resident occupational therapist of Project SOARS (Speech and OT Across 
Realistic Settings) is pictured with students below at the University of Cincinnati Campus raising awareness 
about Autism.  Students passed out pins, offered engaging tasks and greeted UC students as they walked to 
class and shared information about Autism Spectrum Disorder. 
 

      

    

  

  



 

 
JOHN K. LAZARES ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL 

20 years of serving the schools of  

 Warren, Butler, and Hamilton counties 

Dr. Kevin Harleman, Ed.D - Director 

 

 

    Miamisburg Art Show 

 

On Friday, March 15, our students visited the Miamisburg Art Gallery for 

the 28th Annual High School Student Art Exhibition. Twelve of our 

students submitted art projects for the event.  

 

Two students received awards for their pieces of art:  

1. Yoshi Martinez - Honorable Mention (Lebanon High School)   

2. Courtney Proffitt - Honorable Mention (Middletown High School) 

 

A huge thank you to Bonnie Milligan for her support in putting the High School Student Art Exhibition together. 

Also, thank you to Mrs. Hobbs for helping the students prepare for this wonderful event. 

 

 

 

 

 

Courtney Proffitt 

Honorable Mention 

Freshman  

Middletown High School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
JKLAS - Front and Center! 

Yoshi Martinez 

Honorable Mention 

Junior 

Lebanon High School 
 



 

 

 

 

Raina Williams, Sophomore, Lebanon City Schools, and  

Colby Hamm, Freshman, Carlisle City Schools 

 

 

 

 

Colby Hamm, pointing out the obvious!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Other Submissions 

 

 

 

“Trippy”  

submitted by  

Kanaeya Proffitt  

Freshman 

Middletown High School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“My Hobby” 

submitted by  

Jordan Lamb  

Junior  

Carlisle City Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

“Splat”  

submitted by  

Hailey Carr 

Junior 

Carlisle City Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Rose” 

submitted by 

Raina Williams 

Sophomore 

Lebanon City Schools 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

“Libra” 

submitted by  

Brandon Greene 

Sophomore 

Sycamore Community Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Dragon” 

submitted by  

Colby Hamm  

Freshman 

Carlisle City Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Night and Day” 

submitted by  

Amberly Crabtree 

Senior 

Little Miami Schools 

 



 

 

 

“Out of This World” 

submitted by  

Tyler Amburgy 

 Senior 

Lebanon City Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
L to R (back):  Raina Williams, Sophomore, Lebanon City Schools; Colby Hamm, Freshman, Carlisle City Schools; 

Chase Shedden, Junior, Lebanon City Schools; Jordan Lamb, Junior, Carlisle City Schools; Yoshi Martinez, Junior, 

Lebanon City Schools.  Front: Hailey Carr, Junior, Carlisle City Schools; and, Bonnie Milligan. 

 

Thanks again, Bonnie.  This was a great experience for our kids! 

 

 

 

TOM - Together Overcoming Mountains 

 

On March 6, 2019, students and staff welcomed guest speaker Kelly Neff. Kelly is the founder of TOM (Together 

Overcoming Mountains), an organization she began in memory of her son, Tommy.  



 

 

She is dedicated to improving the lives of people everywhere by helping them recognize the lies they are believing 

and replace them with truths that bring healing and freedom.  

 

To learn more about Kelly Neff, please visit her website at www.kellyneffspeaks.com. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

NAVIGO 

 

On February 28, students chosen for the Sinclair / WCESC / Navigo Internship Program visited Advics for the 

second time. Advics Lead Trainer, Bruce, gave the students an idea of what it is like to work on a manufacturing 

line by asking the students to build a complete LEGO race car in 11 minutes.  

 

They first tried to build it based on a picture. No one completed it. The second time around, the students had 

detailed, 33 step instructions. Only one student completed it, but had leftover parts. On the third and final round, the 

students worked as a team to each build just one specific part of the car. It was a success!  

 

This activity taught the students about attention to detail, organization, communication, team work, and efficiency. 

The students will head back to Advics one last time next week to interview employees about their individual career 

paths. 

http://www.kellyneffspeaks.com/?fbclid=IwAR2Tq8-26uaXOWiW8wL0S2K2sa0WA8jt57rz-G1TBy21VwbkhVLZYtDt1U0


 

 

 
 

Buddy Herbert, Junior from Lebanon City Schools, works to assemble his car. 

 
L to R: Brendon Easterly/Junior, Lebanon City Schools; Jordan Lamb/Junior, Carlisle City Schools; Buddy Herbert 

and Nick Reynolds, both Juniors from Lebanon City Schools - against the clock. 

 



 

 
L to R:  Students who participated for the day -  

   

Amberly Crabtree, Senior, Little Miami Schools; Buddy Herbert/Junior, Ben Johnson/Senior, Brendon 

Easterly/Junior, all from Lebanon City Schools; Lead Trainer, Bruce; Jordan Lamb, Junior, Carlisle City Schools; 

and, Nick Reynolds, Junior, Lebanon City Schools. 

 

School Smiles! 

 

On February 27, School Smiles, an on-site dental care 

program, came to our school. The students had complete 

exams, cleanings, and X-rays. One student even received 

sealants. Each student walked away with a goodie bag and a 

fresh, clean smile! 

School Smiles and its partners are national providers of on-site 

dental healthcare services for children, adults, service men and 

women and senior citizens throughout the country. School 

Smiles is a comprehensive dental program servicing school 

systems and children of all grade levels (PreK-12). 

Their mission is to help improve both the overall oral health of 

children, as well as their educational experience by providing 

convenient and reliable dental services to students while at 

school within a safe and pleasant environment. 

Thank you to Audrey McClure, John Lazares Alternative 

School Resource Coordinator, for setting up this wonderful 

opportunity.                                                                                                             Marquell Fisher, Junior, 

                                                                                                                           Sycamore Community Schools 



 

  

 

WARREN COUNTY EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAM 

Stefanie Post, Program Director 
 

 

 

Should I be concerned about my child's development? 

All children are unique and develop at their own pace, but there are 

general milestones that are helpful to understanding your child’s development.  Here are a few resources to 

learn more: 

 Milestone Checklists (cdc.org) 

The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has many resources including videos, 

written materials, and an app that help you compare your child’s development with other children. 

  

 First Words Project: Smart Early Screening for Autism and Communication Disorders (Smart 

ESAC) 

FIRST WORDS® Project is a longitudinal research investigation in the Florida State University Autism 

Institute in the College of Medicine designed to improve screening tools and early detection of 

communication problems by maximizing the role of the family and to help families support their child’s 

development and access intervention services sooner. The First Words Project provides parents and 

practitioners with early learning tools to help young children grow and reach developmental milestones. 

The Smart ESAC is a new online screening tool designed as a universal screen based on parent report.  

 

 Modified Checklist for Autism in Toddlers (M-CHAT) 

The M-CHAT is a validated developmental screening tool for toddlers between 16 and 30 months of 

age. It is designed to identify children who may benefit from a more thorough developmental and autism 

evaluation. 

 

 Ages and Stages Questionnaire 

The Ages and States Questionnaire (ASQ) is a developmental screening tool that parents and 

professionals can use to pinpoint a child’s developmental progress. Easterseals, through support from 

Comcast NBC Universal, provides parents with free access to the ASQ.  

Please visit https://ohioearlyintervention.org/child-development-concerns to get the links to these great 

resources. 

And if you have a concern, call us 1-800-755-4769 or complete a simple, online referral 

https://ohioearlyintervention.org/ 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones/milestones-in-action.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones-app.html
http://firstwordsproject.com/screen-my-child/
http://firstwordsproject.com/screen-my-child/
https://m-chat.org/
http://agesandstages.com/
https://ohioearlyintervention.org/child-development-concerns
https://ohioearlyintervention.org/


 

 
 

Help Me Grow offers support for pregnant women or new parents in every Ohio county looking for advice and 
information. Choose from programs like Healthy Families Ohio, Nurse Family Partnership, and Moms & Babies 
First. Our well-trained professionals are nonjudgmental and compassionate. You’ll be empowered with the skills, 
tools and confidence to have a healthy pregnancy and to encourage healthy growth in your babies and young 
children. 

We believe that all young children deserve to reach their full potential in life no matter their income, 
neighborhood, age or gender. Early experiences create the foundation for lasting success. That’s why it’s so 
important to take advantage of the parenting and child development resources Help Me Grow provides – to 
maximize this critical time in your child’s life!  

When you schedule a home visit with Help Me Grow, you’ll have the opportunity to share your thoughts about 
parenting, ask questions, and receive reliable information based on your specific family needs or interests. 
These may include but are not limited to:  

 Healthy Pregnancies  
 Baby and Child Health  
 Breastfeeding  
 Nutrition  
 Immunizations  
 Child Growth and Development  
 Discipline  
 Toilet Training  
 Child Safety  
 Household Safety  
 Local Resources 

 
Governor DeWine is asking the legislature to double the funding of Ohio’s home visiting programs, investing an 
additional $50 million over the biennium into evidence-based home visiting programs, bringing the total state 
funding for home visiting to $90 million over two years. 
 
“Evidence-based home visiting programs help give children the best possible start in life and increasing 
participation can help lower infant mortality rates, increase kindergarten readiness and improve parenting skills,” 
said Governor DeWine. “Strong children grow into strong adults, so an investment in these proven programs is 
an investment in our state’s future.” 

 

  

 



 

NURSING DEPARTMENT 

Terri Elam RN, BSN, LSN - Nursing Supervisor 

Jill Buffenbarger RN - Nursing Supervisor 

EMPLOYEE WELLNESS:  HABITS FOR HEALTH CHALLENGE 

 

The next WCESC Employee Wellness Challenge begins April 22, 2019! If you are an employee who subscribes 

to your EPC district’s health insurance, you are eligible to earn a $100 gift card this year. If you haven’t received 

your $100 gift yet, you still have time to earn it!  

 

WCESC needs 40 more participants! 

 

Please participate if you haven’t already received your $100! When at least 50% of employees who 

subscribe to the health insurance participate and earn their $100 gift, the WCESC (or your district) will receive a 

bonus too. The WCESC needs 40 more staff with WCESC insurance to complete the program to receive the full 

bonus which is mostly used for employee incentives and gifts. 

 

How to participate: 

Go to www.EPCWellnes.org 

Sign in  

Complete initial health assessment 

Complete either: 

 1 challenge (Habits for Health) – 4 weeks or  

 2 wellness workshops – 3 or 4 weeks each 

Collect your $100 gift! 

 

The WCESC Nursing Department offers nursing services tailored to the wide variety of needs. From the typical 

school clinic assignment to one-on-one care, classroom care for multiple students, summer extended school 

year services, or assistance with multiple disability community outings, we can help! Contact Jill Buffenbarger 

RN or Terri Elam RN for student nursing service needs. 

 

Jill.Buffenbarger@WarrenCountyESC.com 

Terri.Elam@WarrenCountyESC.com 
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ADULT CONNECTIONS PROGRAM 
Jennifer Dameron – Supervisor 

 
 

Adult Connections staff provide opportunities for career exposure to learn about jobs in our community.  This 

past month Adult Connections visited Maggie’s Mini Therapy Horses.  Maggie’s Mini Therapy Horses partners 

with organizations that help people that can benefit from animal assisted therapy.  The Mini Horses live on a 

farm in Lebanon, and require a lot of maintenance such as feeding, watering, cleaning the stalls, exercising, and 

grooming.   

  

                     
                      Tia and Robbie learn how to groom the Mini Horses                Joanna learns how to clean a stall 

 

        

      Anna may have just found her perfect job!                           Everyone loved the Mini Horses! 

 

 

 



 

Adult Connections have partnered with Crossroads of Mason this past quarter to gain generalized work skills 

and give back to our community.  Adult Connections participants work alongside the Facilities Team at 

Crossroads to get the Church ready for Sunday Service.   

 

                         

 Chris cleans doorways Tiffany learns how to dust mop Isa and Sam learn 
                                                                                                                                 to vacuum area rugs  

 

Adult Connections individuals participate in cooking club.  The participants identify meals through person 
centered planning, then learn how to create a grocery list, shop for products, and lastly prepare meal.  

 

             

 Alex prepares cupcakes Ian and Anna prepare hamburgers Emily decorates cupcakes 

 

  

 
  



 

TRANSITION LIVING CLASSROOMS 
Amanda Pennix – Supervisor 

          



 



 

 

 

  

 


